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VERMONT. 

I-Ion. WrLLIAllf R. MERRIAM, 

Dfrecto1· of the Oensits. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for publi

cation in bulletin form, the statistics of agriculture in the 
state of Vermont, taken in accordance with the provisions 
of section 7 of the act of March 3, 181l9. This section 
requires that--

The schedules relating to agriculture shall comprehend the fol
lowing topics: Name of occupant of each farm, color of occupant, 
tenure, acreage, value of farm and improvements, acreag-e of dif
ferent products, quantity and value of pre>ducts, and number and 
value of live stock. All questions as to quantity and value of 
crops shall relate to the year ending December thirty-first next 
preceding the enumeration. 

A ''farm," as defined by the Twelfth Census, includes 
all the land, under one management, used for raising 
crops and pasturing live stock, with the wood lots, swamps, 
meadows, etc., co11nected therewith. It includes also the 
house in which the farmer resides, and all other buildings 
used by him in connection with his farming operations. 

The farms of Vermont, June 1, l IJOO, nunibered 33, 104, 

and had a value of $83,071,620, of which amount 
$37,257,715, or 44.ll per cent, represents the value of 
buildings, and $45, 813, ll05, or 55. 1 per cent, the value of 
land and of improvements other than buildings. On the 
same date the value of farm implements and machinery was 
$7, 538,490, and of live stock $17, 841,317. 'l'hese values, 
adc1ed to that offarms, give $108,451,427, the "total value 
of farm property." 

The products derived from domestic animals, poultry, 
and bees, including animals sold anc1 animals slaughtered 
on farms, are referred to in this bulletin as ''animal 
vroc1ucts." The total value of all such products, to-
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gether with the value of all crops, is termecl "total value 
of farm products." 'I'his value for 1899 was $33,570,892, 

of which amount $15,400,613, or 45.9 per cent, represents 
the value of animal products, anc1 $18, 170,279, or 54.1 per 
ecnt, the value of crops including forest products. 

'l'he total value of farm products for 1899 exceeds that 
for 1889 by $13,20.5,912, or 04.8 per cent. A large part 
of this increase is doubtless due to a more detailed enumer
ation in lllOO than in 1800. 'l'he gross farm income is 
obtained by deducting from the total value of farm prod
ucts, the value of products fed to live s~ock on the farms 
of the producers. In 189\l, the reported value of products 
fed was $11,576,500, leaving $21,994,302 as the gross 
farm income for that year. The percentage which this 
amount is of the total value of farm property, is referred 
to in this bulletin as the ''percentage of income upon 
investment." For Vermont in 1890 it was 20.3 per cent. 

As no reports of expenditures for taxes, interest, insm·
ance, feed for stock, and similar items have been obtained 
by any census, no statement of. net farm i11come can be 
given. 

.'l'he statistics presented in this bulletin will be treated 
in greater detail in the final report on agriculture in the 
United States, which will be published about June 1, 1902. 

The present publication is designed to present a summarized 
advance statement for Vermont. 

Very respectfully, 

Chief Statistician for .Agriculture. 



AGRICULTURE IN VERMONT. 
GENERAL STATISTICS. 

The total lanc1 area of Vermont is 9, 135 square miles, or 
5,846,400 acres, of which 4, 724,440 acres, or 80.8 per 
cent, are inclnc1ec1 in farms. The state lies within the 
Connecticut River valley on the east and the Champlain
Hudson valley on the west. The Green 1VIonnt~1ins divide 
the state int,o nearly eqmil portions ancl render the surface 
everywhere irregular and broken. 

Although the soil in many places is stony and sterile, 
much of it 'is in·oductive1 'rhe valleys ancl the lower hills 
are suitable for cultivation, and the higher hills ancl moun
tains furnish excellent pastrtrage. lVIuch attention is given 
to dairying ancl the raising of improved stock. The best 
tracts of arable land are in the westem part of the state. 

NUJ\IBER AND SIZE 01' FARUS. 

The following tahle gives, by decacles since 1850, the 
number of farms, the total ancl average acreage, and the 
per cent of farm land improved. 

TABLE 1.-FARMS AND FARM ACREAGE: 1850 TO moo. 

NUMBER OF AORES IN FAI\MS, 
Percent 

YEAR. Number 

I Improved. I Average. 

of form 
of farms. l1111dim-

Total. Unim- proved. proved. 
--1 --- ---

1900 _________ 
33, 104 4. 724,440 I 2, 126, 62·1 2, 597, 816 1'12.7 45.0 1890 _________ 32, 578 4,895, 646 2,0fifi,9-13 1, 789, 703 134.9 G0.4 1880 _________ 
35, 522 4,882, 5881 3, 28G, 401 1, 596, 127 137.5 07.8 1870 _________ 
33, 827 4,528,804 3, 073, 257 l,4fif>l fi47 133. 9 li7.9 1860 _________ 31, 556 4, 274,41'1 2, 8:!3, Ir>i 1, 451, 257 135. 5 66.0 185Q _________ 
29, 763 4, 125, 822 I 2, 601, 409 1, 5~·i, 413 138. 6 03.1 

The number of farms increased steadily until the decade 
1880 to 1890, when there was a doerease amounting to 8. 3 
per cent. In the last decade the number increased 1. 6 per 
cent and in 1900 was 11.2 per cent greater than in 1850. 
The total farm acreage varied in a similar manner, but the 
increase in the last decade was at a greater rate, amounting 
to 7. 5 per cent. 'l'he average size of farms was greater in 
1900 than in any previous census year in the half century, 
and the increase in the last decade was greater than in any 
other. 'rhc variations have not been very marked, some 
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decades showing an increase and others a decrease in .aver
age size. The a,creage of improved land reported by the 
census has decreased since 1880, ancl especially during the 
last decade. As a result it constituted in 1000 a much 
smaller percentage of the tot:1l farm acreage than it did in 
any previous census year. 

l'ARM PROPEl~TY AND I'lWDUOTS. 

Table 2 presents a summary of the principal statistics 
relating to farm property and products for each census year 
beginning with 1850. 

TABI,E 2.-YALUES OF SPECIFIED CLASSES OF FARM 
PROPERTY, AND OF F AB.M PRODUCTS: 1850 TO 1000. 

Total value Land, Im pie- Farm prod-
YEAR. offttrm improve- ments •till'! Live 8t9ck. 

property. mcnt~, and machinery. ucts.1 
buildings. 

1900 ------ $108, 451, 427 $83, 071, 620 $7, 538,490 $17, sn, 317 $33, 570, 892 
1890 ------ 101, 805, 370 so,4n,490 4, 783, 560 16, 644, 320 20, 30,1, 9rO 
!HSU ------ 130, 811, 490 109, 3Hi, 010 4,879, 285 16,fi86, 195 2~, 082, litiG 18702 _____ 

1G8. fJ06. 189 I 13U, :16i, Oi5 5, 250, 279 23,8H8, 835 334, 047, 027 
18li0 ------ 114, mo, 989 94, 289, 0-15 3, Gti5, 955 16, 241, 989 -------------
1850 ------ 78, 749, 737 63,367, 227 2, 789, ~82 12,643, 228 -----..--------

1 For year preceding that designated, 
•Values for 1870 were reported in depreciated currency. To reduce to specie 

basis of other figures they must be diminished onc-Jlfth. 
"Includes bctterment.q and additions to live stock. 

'rhongh the total value of farm property reported for 
1000 is less than that for 1860, 1870, or 1880, there has 
been an increase of 37. 7 per cent since 1850 and of 6. 5 per 
cent, or $6,646,057, since 1890. Of this sum $2,644,130, 
or 30. 8 per cent, repreS'Cnts the increase in the value of land 
and buildings; $2, 804, 930, or 42. 2 per cent, _in that of 
implements and machinery; ancl $1, 196, 997, or 18. o per 
cent, in that of live stock. The increases in the value of 
implements ancl machinery ancl in the value of farm prod
ucts are doubtless clue in part to a more complete enumera
tion in 1900 than heretofore. 

COUNTY STATISTICS. 

Table 3 gives an exhibit of general agricultural statistics 
by couutie~. 



TADLE 3.--NUlllBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND VAT~UES OF SPECIFIED OLAssms OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 
1000, WITH VALUE OF' PRODUCTS OF 181.lO No'r l!'ED TO LIVE STOCK, AND EXPENDITUilES IN 181.lO FOB. LABOR 
AND FERTILIZERS, BY OOUN'rIES. 

NUMBEH OF FARHS.1 ACH.ES IN FAlt1'IS. VALUES OF FARl\I PROPERTY. EXI'ENDITUREB. 

Value of 
COUNTIES. 

Land and prorlucts not 
With im11rove- Im pie- fed to IiYO Fertill-Total. Labor. 1'otl11. !mild- Improved. ment~ (ex- Buildings, ments nncl Live stock. stock. zers. ings. ecpt builr.l- machinery. 

lugs). 

The State-------------- 33, 104 32, 558 4, 724, 440 2, 126, 624 $<15, 813, 905 $37, 257, 715 $7' 538, 490 $17, 811, 317 $21, 994, 302 $3, 133, 1'10 $447,065 

Addison --------------------- 2, 714 2, 688 ,10:1, f187 2·13,li82 5, 339, 660 3, 882,310 606, 790 1, 736, 295 1, 856, 032 270, 110 23, 845 
rn, 330 Bennington __________________ 1, rino 1, ()42 270, fi09 112, 673 2, ti041 380 2, IO:l,870 30!, li80 776, 144 1, lli9, 718 1Hll, 311Q 
41, 730 Calodon!rt ________ ------------ 21 f>70 2, 558 :J.18,!Wl 167, 109 2, 857, 980 2, fi(J9, 71i0 694, OHO 1, 420, 004 1, 812, 902 252, 390 
28,820 Chittenden ------------------ 2, 101 2, 077 ~ll0, 7:.17 Hi6, 808 4,800,f>f>O 3, G,ffi, 190 617, 190 1,4"'1,020 1, 725, 179 ms, 120 

78, 000 10, 000 Essex ------------------.. ----- 878 866 158, 970 58, 319 890, 780 780, 070 17'1, 720 475,358 5'10,323 
Franklin _____________________ 2, 581 2,5l8 360, 862 mo, 500 5, 227, 860 3, 408, 980 662, 150 1, 722, 241 2, 123, 613 317, ·150 31,210 

1,fi50 Grnncl Isle ------------------- 'l!J.l •l\18 •17,096 85, 665 1, 17·1, 900 760, 780 102, 850 2•19, 96'1 32-1, 848 f>O, 730 
2D, 500 LttmoilJe _____________________ 1,fi_20 1, 602 219, 751 78,•187 1, fillfi, GlO 1, 377,410 8fi0, 880 780, 762 900, 21)6 101, 970 
48,840 Om nge __________________ ----- 3, lf)Q B, 087 42il,fl91 18•1, 906 2, 768, 050 21 fi70, 2fJO G551 lHO 1, 401, 166 1, 787,560 223, uoo 
35,630 Orleans ---------------------- 2, U~G 2, 868 38f>, 001 204, 401 3,423,810 2, 694, 290 786, 670 1, 5V2, 756 2, 036, 705 21U, 230 

Rutlrtnd --------------------- 2, 930 2,872 158, 282 20G, 093 5, 080, 025 4, 104,085 612, 530 1, 737, 088 2, 191,581 324, 470 33, 270 
47, 060 Wtishington __________________ 2, 910 2,867 378, ,197 H:l 931 141: 581 

3, 43f), :.!80 2, 721, 980 021, :no 1, ·178, 722 1, 830, 502 2GO, 480 
51,800 Winrlham ________ ,, ___ -------- ~' 765 2, 719 428, 89G 3, Ofl\l, 030 2, 711, 270 5H7, 900 1, 303, 8•12 1, nG,41G 214, 860 
49,480 Winc!Hor --------------------- 3, 796 3, 701 5-17,817 222, 509 s, 570, 990 3, 721,480 744, 190 1, 762, UGO 2,028, 087 315, 4UO 

In the last c1eoade the changes in the nnmber of farms 
have been snmll. Five counties show decreases, the 
greatest loss, 5. 3 per cent, being in Chittenden county. 
'l'he greatest gain, 7.G per oeut, was in Orange eounty. 

The percentage of total land area included in farms in 
1900 varied from 85 .. 1.l in Essex county to 97.0 in Orange 
county. The average size of farms ranged from l.l5. 3 aeres 
in Grand Isle county to 181.1 in Essex county. Every 
county shows a gaiu since 181.lO in total farm tirea, except 
Grand Isle where there was a loss of O. 3 per cent. The 
greatest gain, 12. G per cent, was in Essex county. The 
improved farm area, however, decreased in every county 
except Orleans, where there was an iiwrease of 2. 2 per 
\lent. The greatest loss, amounting to 32. 2 per cent, was 
in vVindham county. 

The total value of farms did not, change greatly in the 
clecade from 1800 to 1900. Only four counties report 
losses, the .greatest being in Lamoille county, where ff 
amounted to 8. 0 per cent. 'l'he greatest rate of increase, 
11. 6 per cent, was in Caledonia county. All counties 
report large increases in the value of implements and ma
chinery, and but four counties report smaller values for 
live stock than in 1890. 'rhe greatest increase, that in 
]'ranklin county, amounted to 25. 5 per cent. 

'l'he average expenditure per farm for labor, inclucling 
the value of board furnished, varied from $63 in Lamoille 
county to $152 in Chittenden county. All counties show 
much larger amounts expended for fertilizers in 1899 than 
ten years bef~re. 'l'he average per farm in 18\l9 varied 
from $3.34 in G1'11ncl Isle comity to $18.73 in Windham 
county. 

F.ARJ\f TENURE. 

Table 4 gives a comparative exhibit of farm tenure for 
1880, 1800, and 1900. In Table 5 the tenure of farms for 
1900 is given by race of farmer, fa1:ms operated by owners 
being subdivided into 4 groups designated as farms opera
ted by "owners," "pa1·t owners,'' "owners and tenants," 
and ''managers." These groups comprise, respectively: 

(1) Farms operated by individuals who own all the land 
they cultivate; (2) farms operated by iric1ivic1uals who own 
a part of the l::mcl and rent the remainder from others ; (3) 
farms operated under the joint direction and by the united 
labor of two or more inclivicluals, one owning the farm or 
a part of it, and the other, or others, owning no part, but 
receiving for supervision or labor a share of the products; 
alid (4) farms operated by individuals who reeeiv~ for 
their supervision and other services a fixed salary from 
the owners. 

'rhe farms operated by tenants are divided into two 
groups designated as farms operated by "cash tenants" 
and ''share tenants." These groups comprise respeo
tively: (1) Farms operated by individuals who i)ay a 
rental in cash or a stated amount of hibor or farm produce; 
(2) farms operated by individuals who pay as rental a 
stated share of the products. 

TABLE 4:.-NUMBER AND PER CENT OF FARMS OF 
SPECIFIED 'l.'ENURES: 1880 TO 11.lOO. 

NmIBE!t OF FARMS OPERA- !'ER OENT OF F,\IL!rS Ol'EltA-

Tot11l 
'rED DY- TED DY-

YEAR. number 
of farms. Cash Share Cash - SlHLre Owners.' te1mnts. tenants. Owners.I tenants. tenants. 

------------------
1900 --------- 83, 104 28, 284 2,42,i 2,396 85.5 7.8 7.2 
1890 --------- 32,573 27, 816 2,301 2,456 85.4 7.1 7.5 
1880 --------- 35,522 SO, 7GO 2,164 2,598 86.6 6.1 7.8 

' l!ncluding 11 part owners," "owners and tenants, 11 and "managet'S. 11 

TABJ,]l 5.-NUMBER OF !~ARMS, JUNE 1, 1900, OJ.JASSI
FIED BY RACE OF .FARMER AND BY TENUREl. 

--

Total \ Part Owners Mana- Cash Sluu:e 
RA.OE. number Owners. nnd 

of fa1·ms. owners. temmts. gers. tenants, tenants. 

------------------
The State •• 83, 104 25, 982 1,373 814 61fJ 2,424 2,396 

White ---------1 33, 096 

---
1, 37i \-----~=~- -----~=~-\-2, .;~-

---
25, 976 2,896 

Colored-------- 8 6 

In the decade from 1880 to 1890 the number of farms 



operated by owners decreased, but in the last decade there 
was an increase of 1. 7 per cent, which, however, was not 
sufficient to bring the number up to that of 1880, the 
twenty-year period showing a net decrease of 8. 0 per 
cent. The number of cash tenants has increased in each 
decade, while that of share tenants has decreased, inclicat
ing a growing sentiment in favor of cash tenure. In 1890 
the pet· cent of farms O}leratecl by "owners" was 85. 4. In 
lDOO the aggregate number of farms operated by the four 
subclasses comprising "owners" constituted 85 .5 per cent 
of all farms. Consequently there has been no material 
change in the decade in the relative number of farms oper
ated by owners ancl by tenants, although in the preceding 
decade there was a decrease from 86.6 per cent to 85.4 per 
cent. 

Of the farmers of the state, J uue 1, 1900, 78. 5 per cent 
were "owners;" 4.1. per cent, "part owners;" 1. O per 
cent, ''owners an cl tenants;" 1. 9 per cent, ''managers;" 
and 14. 5 per cent were tenants. 

No previous census has reported the number of farms 
operated by "part owners," "owners and tenants,'' or 
"managers," but it is believed that the number conducted 
by the last-named class is constantly increasing. 

OWNERSHIP OF RllNTED FARll!S. 

The ownership of 4,504 of the 4,820 rented farms was 
ascertained by the enumerators; that of 316 was unre
ported. The titles to the 4,504 farms are vestecl in 
4,167 owners, an average of approximately 108 farms to 
every 100 owners. Of the 4,167 owners, 3,927 possess 1 
farm each; 238, from 2 to 6; ancl the remaining 2 own 7 
and 19, respectively. 
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Of the 4,167 owners, 3,666, possessing 3,983 farms, 
reside in Vermont, ancl the owners of 3,561 live in the 
county in which their property is located. Of the non
resident owners, 422 live in the North Atlantic states; 35 
in the N ortb Central states; 24 in the W estcrn states; 9 
in the South Atlantic states; 1 in a South Central state; 
and 10 in foreign countries. The total value of the 521 

farms owned by nonresidents. is $1,286, 101, an average of 
$2,469 per farm, as compared with an average of $1.,384 
for all farms in the state. 

FARllIS CLASSIFIED BY RACE OF FARMER AND BY TENURE. 

Tables 6 and 7 present the principal statistics for farms 
classified by race of farmer and by tenurA. 

'rAnLE 6.-NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND 
· VATJlTE OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, OTJASSI

FIED BY RAOE OF FARMER AND BY TENURE, WI'..l'H 
PERCENTAGES. 

NnmM 

NUMBRH OF ACRES IN 
l',\.lt;!S, 

VAI~UE fll" FARM 
PROPI~lt'l'Y, 

RACE 01' FARMER, 
AND TENURE. 

bcr of ll-----.----...,---11--------· 
farms. 

Average. Total. 

------1--- ---- ----1 

Per 
cent. Total. Per 

cent. 

The State_____ 33, 104 142. 7 4, 724, 440 100. 0 $108, 461, 427 100. 0 
--------- --- -- --

White farmers ______ 33, 09~ 142. 7 4, 723, 194 100. 0 108,3Ul,077 99. 9 
Colored farmers_ ___ 155.8 1, 246 (1) GO, 350 0.1 

--- ---
3, 495, 313 I --Owners _____________ 25, 982 134.5 74.0 79, 201, 557 73.0 

Ila.rt owners-------- 1,373 204.9 281, 293 5. 9 5, 699, 050 5. 3 
OwncrHand tenants. 314 181. 5 57, 005 l. 2 1, 354, 390 1. 2 

~Ianagers----------- 615 213. 7 131,,H\l 2.8 4, S2'l, 940 4. 4 
Cash tenants ------- 2,424 130.5 316, 2:J\) 0. 7 6, 782, 470 6.3 
Share tenants ------ 2,3913 185.0 ·143, 141 9. •1 10, 589, 020 9. 8 

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent. 

TABLE 7.-AVERAGE VALUES OF SPECIFIED OTJASSES OF 
FARM PROPERTY, AND AVERAGE GROSS INCOM.E PER 
FARM, WITH PER CENT 01~ mwss INCOME ON TOTAL 
INVESTMEN'r IN FAR~I PROPERTY, CLASSIFIED BY 
RACE OF FARMER AND BY TENURE. 

AVERAGE VALUES PER FARM OF-

---
Farm property, Jnne 1, 1900. 

I 
PP.r eent 
of grosN 

Gross inco1ne 
RACE OF FARMER, lncome on total 

AND TENURE. Land (prod nets Invest-
andim- Implc- of .lSVV mentin 
prove- Build- ments IAva not fell farm 
men ts ings. o.ndmn- stock. to live property. 
(except chincry stock), build-
lngs). 

---------- ---
The State ________ $1,381 $1, 125 $228 $539 $664 ?0.3 

1, 3831-~· 121\ 
==== --- = 

White !1trmers _________ 228 589 66.1 20.3 
Colored formers _______ 5, 375 1, 27;j 179 715 1,271 16.9 

----------Owners ________________ 1,256 1,062 223 507 636 20. 9 
Part owners----------- 1, 738 1, 390 305 718 884 21.3 
Owners and tenants •.• 1, 917 1, 401 270 nr, 

I 

81i1 20.0 Managers ______________ 3,507 2, 962 46~ 91'! 1, 029 13.1 
Cttsh tenants ---------- 1,213 934 171 480 559 20.0 
Share tenanL•---------- 2, 120 1,3'14 220 I 724 829 18. 8 

Farms operated by cash tenants have the smallest aver
age area, 130.5 acres, and those .operated by managers, 
the largest, 213. 7 acres. Many of the latter are adjuncts 
of public institutions, while others are conclucted by 
wealthy incliviclnals in connection with their summer 
homes. Such farms, as a rule, are favornbly located and 
highly improved, and the average values of the several 
classes of farm property are generally higher for this than 



for any other group of farms classified by tenure. The 
ratio which the gross income of these farms bears to the 
total value of their farm property is, however, smaller 
than for the other groups. 'l'his is clue to the high aver
age valuation of land and buildings ancl to tho fact that 
many of these farms are not cultivated primarily for profit. 

Of the 101 farms containing 1,000 acres or over, 67 arc 
operated by owners, 14 by managers, 8 by part owners, 
6 by cash tenants, 4 by share tenants, ancl 2 by owners 
and tenants. 

F .A.RMS CLASSIFIED BY .A.RE.A., 

Tables 8 and 9 present tho principal statistics for farmR 
classified by area. 

TABLE 8.-NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND 
VALUE OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, l!JOO, CLASSI
l<'IED BY" AREA, WITH PEIWENTAGES. 

·-

I NUMDER OF AORES IN VAT,UE OF FARM 

Num- FARMS, PllOPERTY. 

AREA. ber or 

Average.I 
farms. 

I Per I Per Total. 
~ent. 

Total. _ cent. 

The State _____ 33, 104 142.7 4, 72·1,440 100. 0 $108, 451, 427 100.0 
-------·----

Under S acres ------ 224 1. 9 436 (1) 217, 300 0.2 
S to 9 acres --------- 1,878 6.0 8,281 0.2 1, 911, 470 1. 8 
10 to 19 acres ------- 1,683 14. 0 23, 559 0.5 2, 586, 480 2.3 
20 to 49 acres ------- 3,511 34.4 120, 740 2.6 6, 147, 680 5. 7 
50 to 99 acres------- 6,513 71. 9 468,227 9.9 13, 691, 980 12. 6 
100 to 174 acres----- 10, 215 130. 0 1, 328, 066 28.1 80, 317, 970 27. 9 
175 to 259 acres _____ 5,512 208. 7 1, 150,449 24.4 2~. 144, 027 2~. 3 
260 to 499 acres - ---- 3,431 329.2 1, 129, 561 2H.9 21, 785, 800 20.l 
500 to 999 acres ----- 586 602.4 322 903 6,8 5, 061, 830 4. 7 
1,000 acres and over_ 101 1, 705.1 172: 218 3.6 2, 606, 890 2. 4 

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent. 

TABLE 9.-AVERAGE VAI.JUES OF SPECIFIED CLASSES 
Oli' FARM PROPERTY, AND AVERAGE GROSS INCOME 
PER FARM, WITH PER CENT OF GROSS INCOME ON 
TOTAL INVJDSTMEN'.r IN FARM PROPERTY, CLASSI
FIED BY AREA. 

AVERAGE VALUES PER FARM OF-

Farm property, Juno 1, 1000. Per cent 
!Jf gross 

Gross income 
AREA, Land I in co mo on total 

\products invest-
andim- Imple- of 1899 mentin 
~~ri.r~ Build- men ts Live not feel form 

( exc°J.t ings, 11nrl ma- stoclt. to live property. 

buil - chinor)'. stock). 
ings). 

- ------___ , -- --- ---
The State ________ Sl, 384 $1, 125 $228 $539 $66-1 20.3 

---· -- -~-·-~------- -··-
Under S acres __________ 282 674 53 95 197 17. 9 
3 to 9 acres ------------ 421 791 65 110 149 10. 7 
10 to 19 acres ---------- 5•19 786 89 133 182 12. l 
20 to 49 acres ---------- 6!13 7,19 110 199 268 15.3 
50 to 99 acres ---------- 859 779 1<19 315 409 l\l.5 
100 to 174 acres-------- 1, 206 1,005 231 526 671 22. 6 
175 to 259 acres-------- 1,882 1,391 314 793 950 21. 7 
260 to 499 acres -------- 2,877 1, 954 405 1, 114 1,807 20. 6 
500 to 999 acres -------- 4,412 2, 902 520 1,610 1,827 19.3 
1,000 a.ores and over --- 12, 783 8, 720 1,695 2, 613 2, 755 10. 7 

The group of medium-sized farms, containing from 100 
to 17 '! acres each, comprise a greater number of farms and 
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a larger aggregate farm area and farm value than any other 
group. With the exception of a slight variation in the 
case of buildings, the average values of the several forms 
of farm property advance as the size of farms increases. 
For farms of less than 50 acres each, the value of buildings 
exceeds that of the land and improvements other than 
buildings. 

The average gross incomes per acre for the various grou11s 
are as follows: Farms under 3 acres, $101.56; 3 to 9 acres, 
$2,L77; 10 to 19 acres, $12.99; 20 to 49 acres, $7.80; 50 

to 99 acres, $5.69; 100 to 174 acres, $5.16; 175 to 259 
acres, $4.55; 260 to 499 acres, $3.97; 500 to 999 acres,· 
$3.03; and 1,000 acres and over, $1.62. The high gross 
income per acre for farms of less than 3 acres is due to 
the fact that the group is largely composed of florists' 
establishments, vegetable farms, and city dairies, the in
comes of which are determined not. so much by the acreage 
of land used as by the capital invested in builc1iugs, imple
ments, and live stock, and the amounts ex;rnnded for labor 
and fertilizers. · 

l•'ARllIS CLASSIFIED BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME. 

In Tables 10 and 11 farms are classified by principal 
source of income. If the value of the hay and grain 
raised on any farm exceeds that of any other crop and con
stitutes at least 40 per cent of the total value of products 
not fed to live stock, the farm is classified as a "hay and 
grain" farm. If vegetables are the leading crop, consti
tuting 40 per cent of the value of products, it is a "vege
table" farm. The farms of the other groups are classified 
in accordance with the same general principle. "Miscel
laneous" farms are those whoso operators do not derive 40 

per cent of their income from any one class of farm prod
ucts. Farms with no income in 1899 are classified accol'Cl
ing to the agricultural operations upon other farms in the 
same locality. 

TAm,E 10.-NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND 
VALUE OF FAHM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSI
FIED BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME, WITH 
PERCENTAGES. 

NUMBER OF A.ORES IN VAT.UE OF FARM 

Num-
F,\RMS, Pl\OPEI<TY. 

PRINOIPAT, SOUitoE ber of 
OF lNCOME, farms. 

Average. Total. Per Total. Per 
cent. cent. 

-----·- -·-· 
Tbe State _____ 33, 104 142. 7 4, 724, 440 100. 0 $108, 451, 427 100. 0 

--- ==----==-~ -·-
Hay and grain ----- 2, 519 115. 7 291, 369 6. 2 6, 528, 640 6. 0 
Vegetables--------- 679 51. 5 S<J, 944 0.7 1, 207, 100 1. l 
Fruit--------------- 204 65.5 13;868 O.B 598, 690 0. 6 
Live stock __________ 7, 823 134.8 987, 107 20. 9 22, 499,010 20. i 
Dairy produce ______ 

16, 7~~ 152.0 2, 538, 948 53. 7 63, 251, 427 68.3 Tobacco ____________ 146.4 5,564 0,1 139, 340 o, 1 
Sugar ______ --------- 45 82.0 3,691 0.1 75, 730 0.1 
Flowers and plants_ 28 11.0 808 fl 164, 400 0.2 
Nursery products ___ 5 118.0 565 1) 32, 925 (l) 
Miscellaneous ______ 5,563 152.5 848,581 18.0 13, 954, 165 12. 9 

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent. 



TABLE 11.-AVERAGE VALUES OF SPECIFIED CLASSES 
OF FARM PROPERTY, AND AVERAGE GROSS INCOME 
PER FAIUrI, WITH PER CENT OF GROSS INCOME ON 
TOTAL INVESTMENT IN FARlVI PROPERTY, CLASSI
FIED BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME. 

AVERAGE V,tJ,UES PER FAR~I OF-

Farm property, June 1, moo. Per cent 
?I gl'OBS 

- Gross mcome 
PRINCIPAi, SOUHCE OF 

Land income on totn.J 
INCOME. (product.• invest-

and irn~ Imple- of 1899 mentin 
prove- Build- intmt8 Live not fed farm 
men ts ings. and ma- stock. to live property. 

(except chinery. stock). build-
ings). 

---------- ·--- ---
The State ________ $l,384 $1, 125 $228 $539 $664 20.3 

----------·-- --·- ------~ 

Hay and grain _________ 1,334 \171 105 182 349 13.5 
Vegetables------------ 737 7fl9 104 l78 267 15.0 

Fmit ------ ------------ 1, 107 1,483 mo 215 438 14. 9 Live stock _____________ 1, 221 1, 103 221 527 602 19.6 
Dairy produce--------- 11589 1,2111 267 671 787 20.8 
'.l'o bnc co--------------- 1, 374 l,·103 281 609 1,207 32. 9 
SugELr ____________ . _____ 739 536 mo 248 236 1'1.0 
Flowers anrl Ttl1tnts ____ 2,7~1 2,74.8 :!-14. 88 1,900 32.4 
NUl'sery products ______ 3,820 2,480 157 128 10, 226 155. 3 
M iscell 1tneo us·--------- 1,091 843 193 381 568 22.5 

For the several classes of farms the average values per 
acre of products not fed to live stock are: Flowers and 
plants, $172. 70; nursery stock, $90.50; tobacco, $8. 24; 
fruit, $6.69; vegetables, $5.1~; dairy, $5.17; live stock, 
$4.47; hay and grain, $3.02; sugar, $2.88; and miscel
laneous products, $3. 69. 
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'rhe wide variations shown in the average gross income 
and in pl:lrcentage of gross income upon investment are 
due largely ~o the fact that in computing gross income no 
deduction is made for expenditures. For florists' estab
lishments, nurseries, and market gardens, the average 
expenditure for such items as labor and fertilizers repre
sents a far greater percentage of the gross income than in 
the case of "hay and grain," "live-stock," or "miscel
laneous" farms. Were it possible to present the average 
net income; the variations shown woulcl be comparatively 
slight. 

F.A.RMS CL.b.SSIFIED BY REPORTED VALUE OF PRODUCTS NOT 

FED TO LIVE STOCK. 

Tables 12 and 13 present data relating to farms classified 
by the repoTted value of products not fed to live stock, or 
gross income. 

TABr,E 12.-NUlVIBER AND ACREAGE OF FABJ\18, AND 
VAI,UE OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSI
FIED BY REPORTED VALUE OF PllODUC'.rS NOT FED 
TO LIVE STOCK, WITH PERCENTAGES. 

NUJl!BEll OF ACHF.S IN v .AI,UE OF F Amr 
~'AJtMS. Pl\OPERTY. 

VALUE OF PBODUCTS Num-
NOT FED TO UVE berof 

Average.\ 
STOOJ!., farms. Per Per 

Total. cent. Tot1tl. cent, 

The State _____ 33, 104 142. 7 4, 724, 440 100.0 $108, 451, 427 100. 0 

= =---:::::= 
__ ,. ___ ----- --

$0-- ---- - - ----------- 133 80.6 10, 7l8 0.2 822, 650 0. 3 

$1 to $49 ------------ 676 44.9 30, 319 0. 7 770, 740 o. 7 
$50 to $99 ----------- 1, 619 40. 6 65, 760 1,4 1,846, 260 1. 7 

$100 to $249 --------- 6, 258 64.5 408,480 s. 5 9,352, 630 8. 6 
$250 to $499 --------- 8,027 107. 7 864, 627 18.3 17,184,650 15. 8 

$500 to S999 --------- 9, 706 lGl.'1 1, 574, 884 3:1.3 33,079, 700 so. 5 
$1, 000 to $2, 499 ----- 6,orn 250,4 1, 505, 948 31. 9 37,465, 567 34. 6 
$~, 500 and oYer _____ 622 432.0 208, 70·1 5. 7 8,429, 230 7.8 

TABLE 13.-AVERAGE VALUES OF SPECIFIED CLASSES 
OF F'ARM PROPERTY, AND AVERAGE GROSS INCOME 
PER .l!'AHi\I, WITH PER CENT OF GROSS INCOME ON 
TO'rAr,, INVES'l'M"(DNT IN FARM PROPERTY, CJ,,ASSI
FrnD BY REPORTED VALUE OF PHO DUCTS NOT l!'ED 
TO LIVE STOCK. 

AVERAGE VALUES Pim FAl\M OF-

Fa.rm property, June 1, 1900. 
Per cent 
of gross 

Gross income 
VALUE OF PRODUCTS Income on total 

NOT FED TO LIVE Land (products invest-
STOOJ!.. andim- Imple- of 1899 meutln 

prove- Build- men ts Live not fed farm 
men ts ings. and ma- stock. to live pro:pcrty. 
<£~f1cg:t chinery. stock). 
ings), 

---~ --- --- ---
The State ________ $1,B'il~ $1,125 $228 $.'\39 $664 20.3 

--------- = --- ---
$0---------------------- 1,485 687 70 184 -------39- ---------· 
$1 to $19 --------------- 451 549 50 90 s. '] 
S,50 to $99 -~------------ 433 553 58 9G . 75 6. {) 

$100 to $249 ------------ 007 112~ 9'l 172 172 11.5 
$250 to $499 ------------ 857 797 156 331 366 ·17.1 
$500 to $999 ------------ 1, 399 1,139 255 598 704 20.8 
$1, ooo to $2, 499 -------- 2, 738 1, 965 421 1,107 1,4GO 23. •1 
$2, 500 and over ________ 6,144 4,310 879 2,219 3,506 25. 9 

'l'he 133 farms reporting no gross income in l 899 vary 
in size from less than 3 acres to 500 acres. Of this number 
106 are operated by owners. 'l'he high average values o:f 
farm property for this group indicate that many of these 
farms were summer homes, helcl for pleasure ancl not for 
profit. Some, however, were partially abandoned farms, 
while others were farms that had changed hands sbo1'tly 
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prior to the enumeration, ancl the persons in charge, June 1, 

1900, could not give any definite information concerning 
the products of the preceding year. 'l'o this extent the re
ports fall short of giving a complete exhibit of farm income 
in 1899. 

LIVE STOCK. 

At the request of the various live-stock assocbtions of 
the country, a new classification of' domestic animals was 
adopted for the census of 1900. The age grouping for 
neat cattle was determined by their present and prospective 
relations to the dairy industry ancl to the supply of meat 
products. Horses and mules are classified by age, ancl neat 
cattle ancl sheep by age and sex. The new classification 
permits a very close comparison with the figures published 
in previous census reports. 

'J'able 14 presents a summary of live~stock statistics. 

'.rAnLE 14.-NUMBER OF DOMIDS'l'IC ANIMAI,s, FOWLS, 
AND BEES ON FARMS, JUNE 1, 1900, WITH TOTAL 
AND AVERAGE VALUES, AND NUMBER 01<' DOl\iES'l'IC 
ANIMALS NOT ON l<'AlUVIS. 

ON FARMS, NOT ON 
FARMS, 

LIVE STOCK, Age in years. 
Num- Value. Average Num-
ber. vahw. ber. 

Calves ________________ 
Under 1 ------ 101, 584 $566, 130 $5. 57 832 

Steers --------------- 1 and under 2. 11,2@ 151, 763 18.47 138 
SLeers ------------------ 2 and under 3. 8, 128 185, 653 22. 8•1 92 
Steers--------------- 3 u,nd over ____ 5,178 261, 661 50.53 120 
Bnlls ------------------- 1 and over ____ 15, 211 260, 725 17.14 35 U e!I ers _________________ 

1 and under 2- 68, 66'1 889, 081 12.95 649 
Cows kept for ~ilk ---- 2 and oyer ____ 270, 194. 7, 740, 908 28.65 6,398 
Cows and hell rs not 2 and over ____ 21, 715 472, 874 21. 78 137 

ker>t for milk, 
124 conq ------------------- Under 1 ------ 2,189 65, BBS 26.45 

II(>r.ses ........ -------------- l m1d under 2- 3, 852 181, 727 47, 18 134 
Horses ----------------- 2 1tnd over ____ 79, 190 5, Oi2, 032 64.05 20, 107 Mule colts ______________ Under 1 ------ 88 1,815 3'1.61 
M nlcs ------------------ 1 aJl(l under 2_ 13 G:lO .48.46 6 
Mule.' ------------------ 2 n.nd over ____ 280 19, 902 71. 08 25 
Asses and buITos _______ All ages ------ 25 915 86. 60 5 
L•trnlls ----------------- Under 1 ------ 114, 40U 226, 021 1.98 829 
Sheep (ewes) ---------- 1 uncl ove1·---- 108, 2U2 597, 117 3.55 574 
Sheep (rams and we th- 1 and over ____ lB, 875 58, 26J 4.20 42 

crs). 
5,420 Swine ____________ .. ____ All nges -----· 95, 090 620, 169 6.52 Go11t.q ___________________ 

All uges ------ 102 444 4.85 49 
Fowls:' 

Chickens• --------- ---------------- 806,451 

} '.l.'111·keys ____________ ---------------- 22, 689 421, 195 --------- ------Geest\ -------------- ............... -.... -............ 5, 187 
DtwkH .............................. ---------------- 8,8:16 

Bees (swarms of) ------ ---------------- 12, 836 46, 953 8.66 ---........... 

Value of all live ---------------- ----------- 17, 841, 817 --------- -------stoclc. 

i The nnmber reported· is of fowls over 3 months old, The value is of 1111, 
old and young. 

•Including Guinea fowls, · 

The tota.l value of all live stock on farms was 
$17,841,317, of which 43.4 per cent represents the value 
of dairy cows; 15. 6 per cent, that of other neat cattle; 
29.8 per cent, that of horses; and 11.2 per cent, that of 
all other live stock. 

As in other New England states, the value of steers 3 
years old and over is comparatively high; this class includes 
the valuable working oxen still used in some parts of the 
state. 

No reports were received concerning the value of live 
sto<;k not on farms, but it is probable that such animals 
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had higher average values than thoRe on farms. Allowing 
the same averages, however, the total value of all live 
stock in the state, exclusive of poultry ancl bees not on 
farms, wonlcl be approximately $19,389,400. 

CHANGES IN LIVE STOCK KEPT ON l~ARllIS. 

'rhe following table shows the changes since 1850 in the 
number of the most important domestic animals. 

TABLE 15.-NUM:BER OF SPECIFIED DOMESTIC ANIMALS 
ON FARMS: 1850 '.rO 1900, 

Dairy Other Mules 
YEAR. lll'l1t Horses. antl Sheep.1 Swine. cows. e1ittle, asses. 

------
1 ooo ______ ---------- 270, 19'1 231, 746 85,531 35G 182, 167 95, 090 
1890 _____ ----------- 231, 419 163, 869 89, 969 330 333, 947 !12, 083 
1880 ________________ 1 217, 033 186, 072 75 215 283 139, 870 76, 384 ] 870 ________________ 

180, 285 HO, 550 65: 015 252 580, 347 46,3'15 
1860---------------- 174, 667 195, 783 69, 071 43 752, 201 521 912 1850 ________________ 

146, 128 202, 720 61,057 218 1, 014, 1~2 66, 296 

l Laml>s not included. 

Since 1850 there has been a ste:idy increase in the num
ber of dairy cows, the gain for the half century being 84. 9 

per cent, an cl for the last decade 16. 8 l)er cent. The 
101,584 calves reported in 1900 are included in the above 
table, with "other neat cattle." It is uncertain whether 
calves were included uncler this head in the reports for 
previous census years. If not, they should be clecluutecl 
from the total given for 1900 in making comparisons with 
previous reports. A decrease woulc1 then be shown in the 
number of "other neat cattle" in kee1)ing with that shown 
for each decade since 1850, except the clecacle from 1870 

to 1880. 
'rhe number of horses reported in 1900 was 4. 9 per cent 

less than in 1890, but 40. l per cent greater than in 1850. 

Mules and asses are few in number but show a steacly 
increase since 1800. Sheep were about one-sixth as 
numerous in 1900 as in 1850. 'l'he decrease has been 
continuous,· amounting to approximately 25 per cent for 
each decade up to the last, when the rate of decrease was 
45. 5 per cent, almost double t)lat of any previous decade. 
The number of swine decreased from 1850 until 1870, 
after which elate there was a rapid increase until 1890. 

'l'he last decade shows a gain of 3. 3 per cent. 
In com1)aring the poultry report for 1900 (see Table 14) 

with that for 1890, it should be borne in mind that in 1900 

the enumerators were instructed not to report fowls less 
than three months old, while in 1890 no such limitation 
was made. This fact explains, to a great extent, the 
decrease in the number of turkeys, clucks, ancl geese fLnd 

the small increase in tbe number of chickens. Compared 
with the figures for 1890, the present census shows clecreasos 
in the number of fowls as follows: Turkeys, 68. El per 
cent; clucks, 32. 3 per cent; and geese, 52. 1 per cent. 

.A.NIM.AL PRODUCTS. 

Table 16 is a summarized exhibit of the animal products 
of agriculture. 

1 



TABLE 16.-QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF SPECIFIED 
ANIMAL PRODUCTS, AND VALUES OF POULTRY 
RAISED, ANIMALS SOLD, AND ANIMALS SLAUGH
TERED ON FARMS IN 1899. 

PHO DUCTS. Unit of measure. Qu11ntity. V11luc. 

WooL------------------------------ Pound•----------- 1, 334, 253 $268, 967 ':Mohitir 1u11l goltt hair ______________ Pounds___________ . 5 2 
1\Iilk ------------------------------- Gn,llons ___________ '142, 042, 223 } 
R11tter ----------------------------- Pounrls___________ 18, 834, 70!l '91321, 389 
Cheese----------------------------- Pounds----------- 110fi, 659 
Egg• ------------------------------- Dozens----------- 6, ~71, 880 959, 965 
Poultry-------------------------------------------------------------- 689, 109 
Honey----------------------------- Pounds___________ 182, 278 } 27 290 

r~f:'i;;;i'S"sald-====================== -~~~~~~~~=========== --------~~~~=- 2, 786: 137 
Anim1tls slnughtered -------------- -------------------- -------------- 1, 347, 754 

Totll.L------·----------------- -------------------- -------------- 15, 400, 613 

1 Comprises 1111 milk prodtwed, whether sold, consumed, or made Into butter 
or cheese. 

•comprises the value of milk sold and consumed and of butter and cheese 
mn.de. 

The animal products of the state in 1899 were valued at 
$15,400,Gl3, or 45.9 per cent of the value of all farm prod
ucts and 70.0 pei• cent of the gross farm income. Of the 
above amount, 60.5 per cent represents the value of dairy 
products; 2 6. 9 per cent, that of animals sold or slaughtered 
on farms; 1O.7 per cent, that of ponltry and eggs; and 
1. 9 per cent, that of wool, mohair, honey, and wax. 

DAIRY PRODUCE. 

The steady growth of population and the increasing 
popularity of its summer resorts have largely increased the 
demand for dairy products in Vermont. The present im
portance of this industry is shown by the faet that in 1899 
the proprietors of 16, 700 farms, or more than half of the 
£a1·ms of the state, derived their principal income from dairy 
produce. 'l'he production of milk in 1899 was 51,329,993 
gallons greater than in 1889, a gain of 56.6 per cent. The 
quantity of milk sold in 1899 was 57,566,012 gallons, or 
approximately nine times as great as in 1879. 'rhe quan
tity sold in 1881l was not separately reported. 

Of the $9,321,389 given in 'rable 16 as the value of all 
dairy prodncts in.1899, $1,310,ll60, or 14.1 per cent, rep
resents the value of such products consumed on farms, and 
$8,010,429, or 85.9 per cent, the amount realized from 
sales. Of the latter sum, M,262,877 was derived from 
the sale of 57,5GG,Ol2 gallons of milk; $3,111,783, from 
15,822,071 pounds of butter; $595,692, from 1,591,237 
gallons of cream; ancl $40,077., from 374,240 pounds of 
cheese. 

'l'he production of butter on farms increased steadily 
from 1850 to 1880, but since that date has decreased, the 
rate for the last decade being 19. 2 per cent. The produc
tion of cheese has decreased steadily and rapidly since 1850 

'! 
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and was in 181l9 less tlian one-twentieth that reported for 
1849. These decreases are clue principally to the estab
lishment of creameries and cheese faetories and to the in
creased consumption of milk and cream in cities. 

POULTRY AND EGGS. 

The total value of the products of the poultry industry 
in 1899 was $1,649,074, of which amount 41.8 per cent 
represents the value 'of fowls raised and 58.2 per cent 
that of eggs produced. Since 1889 the number of doz
ens of eggs produced has increased 1,750,750, or 38.9 per 
cent. 

. WOOL. 

The production of wool has clecreasecl steadily for half 
a century and 1the clip of 1899 was little more than one· 
third that of 1849. The decrease in the last decade was 
784,630 pounds, or 37.0 per cent. The average weight of 
fleeces, however, has increased from 5.8 pounds in 1879 
to 7.0 pounds in 1899, indicating an improvement in the 
grade of sheep kept. 

HORSES AND DAIRY COWS ON SPECIFIED CLASSES OF FARMS. 

Table 1 7 presents, for the leading groups of farms, the 
number of farms reporting horses and dairy cows, the total 
number of these animals, and the average number per farm. 
In compnting the averages presented, only those farms 
which report the kind of animals under consideration are 
included. 

TABLE 17 .-HORSES AND DAIRY COWS ON SPECIFIED 
CLASSES OF FARMS, JUNE 1, 1900. 

' 
HORRES. DAIRY COWS. 

CJ,ASSES. Fn.rmA Average J;'artnR Average 
report- Number. per report· Number. per 

ing. farm. ing. farm. 

---
TotaL ________ 29, 965 85,531 2.9 29, 277 270, 194 9.2 

White farmers ______ 29 960 85, 513 2.9 29, 271 270, 153 9.2 
Colored farmers ____ ' 5 18 3,6 6 41 6.8 

---
Owners t ----------- 25, 079 70, 110 2.8 24, 468 210, 765 8.6 
Miurngers ---------- 480 2,,175 5.2 479 5,977 12.5 
Cash tenants _______ 2, 152 5,926 2.8 2,084. 19, 588 9,4 
Share tenants------ 2,254 7,020 3.1 2,246 33,864 15. l 

------- -----
Under 20 acres----- 2, 291 S,309 1.4 2,1G2 S,528 1.6 
20 to 99 11cres _______ 8,831 17, 726 2.0 8, 722 37, 766 4.3 
100 to J 7-1 ncres _____ 9, 603 26, 537 2.8 9, 531 85,407 9.0 
175 to 259 1wreH----- 5,310 18,428 3.5 4, 962 69, 501 1'1.0 
260 acres and over __ 3,930 19, 531 5.0 3, 900 73, 992 19.0 

Hay and grn.ln _____ 1,273 3,416 2.7 928 4, 150 4.5 Vegetable __________ 556 1, 096 2.0 326 798 2.4 
Fruit--------------- 143 29·! 2.1 95 401l 4.S 
Live stock--------- 6, 697 19, 999 3.0 6,290 39, 309 6.2 
Dairy r,rocluce _____ 16,156 47,456 2, 9 16, 700 199, 603 12.0 
Miscel 1ineons • ---- 5,.140 13, 270 2.6 4,938 25, 928 5.8 

tincludlng "part owners" and "owners n.ncl tenants." 
•Includ!ngflorists' establishments, nurseries, tob11cco farms, and sugar farms. 

.. 



· CROPS. 

The following table gives the statistics of the principal 
crops grown in 1899. 

TABLE 18.-AOREAGES, QUANTITIES, AND VALUES OF 
THE PRINCIPAL FARM: CROPS IN 1899. 

OitoPS. Acres. Unit of 
mensure. Quantity. 

Corn_________________________ 60, 683 Bushels___ 2, 322, 450 
Wheat_______________________ 1, 706 Bushels___ 34, 650 
Oats------------------------- 73, 372 Bushels___ 2, 742, 140 
BttrleY----------------------- 12, 152 Bushels___ 380, 940 
Rye__________________________ 2, 2li4 Bushels___ 31, 9;;0 
Buckwheitt__________________ 9, 910 Bushels___ 196, 010 
Urnss seed------------------------------- Bnslwls___ 165 
CloVPr SCl'tL _________________ ------------ Bushels___ ,, 
Hay and fomge ------------- 1, 005, 495 Tons______ 1, 336, 499 
1'olmcco _____________________ 158 Pounds___ 291, SUO 
Hops------------------------ G Pounds___ 4, 400 
Dry bettllS ------------------- 2, 404 l:luslie]A___ 27, 172 
Dry pense --~---------------- •J08 Hnshele___ 6, 94;; 
Potatoes_____________________ 28, 353 Brrnhels___ 3, M7, 829 
Sweet potittocs -------------- 4 Jlnshels___ 306 
Onions ----··----- ------------ 111 Bushels___ 31, 492 
~fi:-;<~clltttlcous vegetn.bles____ 5, 020 ------------ --------------
Maple snp:ar ----------------- ------------ Ponnrl:;___ 4, 779, 870 
Maple slmp ----------------- ------------ Gttllons___ lGO, 918 
Snmll Jruits ----------------- 416 ------------ --------------Cirnpes_______________________ 1 5ii Cen to.ls___ 2, 40 t 
Oreharcl fruits_______________ l •J2, 794 Bushels___ 1, 101, ·129 
Nuts _________________________ --------------------------------------
Jl'orcst pr<1cl t1cts ------------- ------------ --------~--- --------------
FlowerH mid plants__________ 38 ------------ --------------

~i~~~fi~,R~g~~~1:~:::::::::::: _________ :~- :::::::::::: :::::::::::::: 

Vaine. 

$1, 180, 505 
29, 078 

941, 711 
187, 004 
18, 012 
90, 275 

286 
10 

IO, 544 1 825 
43, 073 

371> 
51, 629 

7,'i30 
1, 333, no 

176 
16, 908 

35'1,836 
464, 132 
184, 821 
85, 121 
!!7,035 

s 450, 429 
2, 0.14 

2, 108, 518 
581 675 

463 
~19, 625 
9,853 

Seeds________________________ 2 ------------ --------------1 
~-----

Total------------------ 1, 2'16, 465 ------------ --------------! 
1 Eetlmiitect from numhcr of vines or trees. 
21ncluding VtLluo of rn.h'iins, wino, etc. 
a Including value of cider, vlnegitr, etc. 

18, 170, 279 

Of the total value of crops, hay and forage contributed 
58. 0 per cent; cereals, 13. 5 per eent; forest products, 11. 6 
per cent; vegetiibles, including potatoes and onions, 9.4 
per cent; maple sirnp and sugar; 3.3 per cent; fruits and 
n nts, 3. 0 per cent; and other products, 1. 2 per ceut. 

The averitge yield of hay and forage was 1. 3 tons per 
acre and the average values were $7.89 per ton and $10.48 
per acre. 'l'he acreage devoted to hay and forage was SO. 7 
per cent _of the total area in crops, but yielded only 58.0 

per cent of the total receipts. The average values per acre 
of other crops ·were as follows: Flowers and plants, 
$1,541.45; nursery products, $670.61; small fruits, 
$204.62; onions, $152._32; miscellaneous vegetables, 
$70.68; potatoes, $47.04; cereals, $15.28; and orchard 
fruits, $10.53. The crops yielding the highest returns 
per acre were grown upon very highly improved land. 
Their production required a relatively great amount of 
labo1· and large expi:inditures for fertilizers. 

Maple sugar and sirup were reported in 1900 by 9,811 
farmers, the average value of the product per farm being 
$61. 05. Orleans, Franklin, Caledonia, and Lamoille were 
the leading connties, ancl reported over one-half of the 
total production. The production of 1900 was but one
third that of lSBO, each county showing a decrease of at 
least 50 per cent. 

CEREALS. 

Table 19 is an .exhibit of the changes in cereal produc
tion since 1849. 
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TADLE 19.-ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF CEREALS: 
1849 TO 1899. 

PART 1.-AC:REAGE. 

YEAR.1 Barley. Buck- Corn. Oats. Rye. Whent. whe11t. 
-----.--

1899 _______ 12, 11\2 9,910 60, 633 78, 372 2, 264 1, 796 
lk89--~---- 1u,.n1 13, 429 41, 790 101, 582 8,379 8,897 1879 _______ 10, 552 17, 5,19 55, 249 99,548 6, 319 20, 748 

1 No statistics of acrenge were secured prior to 1879. 

PART 2.-BUSHELS PRODUCED. 

1890 _______ 880, 9·10 196, 010 2, 322,450 2, 742, 140 
1889 _______ 420, 761 271,216 1, 700, 688 8, 316, 1·11 
1879 _______ 267, 625 356, 618 2, 0141 271 3, 7•12, 282 
1869 _______ 117, 833 415, 096 1, 699, 882 3, 602, 430 1859 _______ 79, 211 225, 415 1, 525, 411 3, 630, 267 18'19 _______ 42, 150 209, 819 2, 032, S9G 2,307, 734 

81, 950 
43, 256 
71, 733 
73, 3i6 

139, 271 
17G, 233 

34,6fi 
16'1, 72 
387, 25 

0 
0 
7 
l 
7 
5 

45c1, 70: 
437,03 
535, 95 

The steady decreases shown in the production of wheat 
and rye indicate that the decreases in the acreages devoted 
to these grains have been con tin nous since 1850. The 
beginning of the decline in the production of other cereals, 
however, is more recent, the highest point for oats having 
been reached in 1870, and that for barley in 1880. In the 
last decade the acreage under corn increased 45. 1 per cent, 
while other cereals show decreases as follows: Barley, 
26. 0 per cent; buckwheat, 26.2 per cent; oats, 27 .s per 
cent; rye, 33.0 per cent; wheat, 78.6 per cent. The total 
acreage in cereals decreased 13.4 per cent. 

In 1899, 45.8 per cent of the total area in cereals was 
devoted to oats; 3 7. 9 per cent, to corn ; 7. 6 per cent, to 
barley; 6. 2 per cent, to buckwheat; 1. 4 i1er cent, to rye; 
and 1.1 per cent, to wheat. 

The acreage given for eereals cloes not include 17,924 

acres of grain cut green for h11y, nor 39,520 acres dcvotecl 
to corn, nonsaccharine sorghum, and similar crops grown 
for forage or ensilage. 

OIWHARD FRUITS. 

The changes in orchard fruits since 1890 are shown in 
the following table. 

.TABLE 20.-CLASSil''IED ORCHARD '!'REES AND FRUITS: 
1890 AND lfJOO. 

NUMilER OF 'fil.EES. IlUSHElkl OF FltUIT, 

FRUITS. 

1900. 1890. 1899. 1889. 

------------1----li----- -----1··---
Apples--------------·-----------
Apricots -----C------------------Cherrics ________________________ _ 

Peaches.------------------------Pears ___________________________ _ 

Plums and prunes--------------

1, 675, 131 
61 

rn. 850 I •l, 993 
2B1rm1 
22, 856 

1, 728, 096 
iio 

G, 777 
1, 966 

~2, 652 
9, 39•1 

1, 17il, 8~2 1, 213, 405 

------i~iiiiij- ---------i61 
\167 80 

10, 2:19 16, 101 
1,529 746 

The valne of the orchard products G>f 1899 wits $450,429. 

The counties whose orchard products were valued at more 
than $25,000 are: Winclham, $117,935; ·Bennington, 
$49,596; Windsor, $42,306; Rutland, $34,086; Wash
ington, $30,371; ancl Orleans, $25,067. 

In 1890, 97. 7 per cent of all fruit trees in the state 



were apple treeH, and in 1900, 95. 9 per cent. The num
ber of apple trees decreased 3.1 per cent in the decade, 
the counties showing· decreases being Franklin, Orange, 
Rutland, Washington, "Windham, and Windsor, the lead
ing apple-growing counties. 

10 

Apricot trees were very few in 1890, and still fewer in 
1900. Cherry trees have greatly increased in number, all 
counties except Caledonia sharing in the gain. In 1890, 
9 8. 6 per cent of all peach and nectarine trees in the state 
were in Wind ham county, and although other counties 
have made rapid gains, it still has 68. 7 per cent of the 
total number. 'I'he gain for the state was 154. 0 per cent, 
and for vYindham county, 76.8 per cent. 'I'he number of 
pear trees increased 25. 2 per cent, and that of plum and 
prune trees, 143. 3 per cent. 

In addition to the number of trees shown in Table 20, 
857 unclassified fruit trees were reported with 803 bushels 
of fruit. The value of orchard products given above in
cludes the value of 9, 998 barrels of cicler, 1,881 barrels of 
vinegar, and 12,420 pounds of dried fruits. 

VEGETABLES, Si\tAI,L FRUITS, AND GRAPES. 

The value of all vegetables grown in the state in 1899, 
including potatoes, sweet potatoes, and onions, was 
$1,705,650, of which 78.2 per cent represents the value of 
potatoes. Aside from the land devoted to potatoes, sweet 
pottttoes, and onions, 5,020 acres were used in growing 
miscellaneous vegetables. Of this area the products of 
3, 709 ticres were not reported in detail. Of the 1,311 
acres whicl1 were fully reported, 799 acres were devoted 
to sweet corn; 127, to cabbages; 64, to turnips; 50,to 
beets; and 271, to other vegetables. 

The total area used in growing small fruits was 416 
acres, and the value of the fruit produced was $85, 121, 
an average of $204. 02 per acre. Of the total area, 232 
acres, or 55.8 i)er cent, were devoted to strawberries and 
yielded 598,020 quarts. The acreage and production of 
other berries were as follows : Blackberries and dew
berries, 47 acres and 84, 990 quarts; currants, 30 acres and 
50,490 quarts; gooseberries, 3 acres and 4,500 quarts; 
raspberries and Logan berries, 91 acres ancl 176,440 quarts; 
ancl other small fruits, 13 acres and 15,820 quarts. 

Grapes were grown in 1899 by 2,057 farmers, who ob
tained 2,401 centals of fruit from 24, 715 vines. The total 
value of the grape crop, including the value of 160 gallons 
of wine made on farms, was $7, 035. 

FI.ORI CULTURE. 

The proprietors of 28 of the 43 establishments where· 
flowers were grown for market in 1899 macle commercial 
floriculture their principal business. They had a capital 
of $164,400 invested, of which $78, 150 represents the 
value of land; $76, 950, the value of buildings; $6,820, 
the value of implements; and $2,480, the value of live 
stock. Their income in 1899 was $53,193, of w~1ic·h 
$50,543 was derived from flowers ancl foliage plants and 
$2,050 from other products. During the year they ex
pended $10,965 for labor and $1,655 for fertilizers. 

LAND UNDER GLASS. 

An aggregate of 298, 710 square feet of glass was re
ported by 116 florists and fa,rmers. ·The 28 florists reported 
a glass surface of 215,977 square feet, equivalent to 
101,985 square feet of land under glass. The proprietors 
of the remaining 88 farms used land under glass principally 
for growing vegetables, ancl had an average of about l ,554 
square feet. 

NURSJmrns. 

An income of $51,130 was reported by the 5 nurserymen 
of the state, of which amonnt $48, 530 was derived from the 
sale of nnrsery stock and $2, 600 from other products. The 
value of the land and buildings of these farms was $31, 500; 
implements, $785; and live 'stock, $040. The amount 
expenclecl for labor was $4,860, and for fertilizers, $432. 

LABOR AND FERTILIZJms. 

The total expenditure for labor on farms in 1899, in
cluding the value of board furnished, was ,$3,133,140, an 
average of $95 per farm. The average was highest for the 
most intensively cnltivated farms, being $972 for mus
eries, $302 for floris~s' establishments, $178 for tobacco 
farms, $113 for dairy farms, $92 for live-stock farms, $84 
for fruit farms, $54 for hay ancl grain farms, $42.for vege
table farms, and $35 for sugar farms. "JYianagers" ex
pended an average of $395; "share tc~nants," $108; 
"owners,'' $86; and "cash tenants," $72. White farmers 
expended $95 per farm and colored farmers $85. 

Fertilizers purchased in 1899 cost.$447,065, an average 
of $14 per farm, and twice the amount expended in 1889. 
The average expenditure for nurseries was $86; for tobacco 
farms, $62; for florists' establishments, $59; for dairy 
farms, $16; for vegetable and live-sto.ck farms, $11; for 
fruit farms, $10; for hay and grain farms, $6 ; and for 
sugar farms, $4. 


